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MESSAGE FROM THE RIGHT HONOURABLE CHIEF MINISTER OF SARAWAK
PEHIN SRI HAJI ABDUL TAIB MAHMUD

S.B.S., D.K. (JOHOR), D.K. (PAHANG), D.P., P.S.M., S.P.D.K., S.U.M.W.,

S.S.D.K., S.S.A.P., D.G.S.M., D.P.P.N., S.S.S.A., S.P.M.T., KT.W.E. (THAILAND),

KEPN (INDONESIA), S.P.M.B. (BRUNEI), K.O.U. (KOREA), AO (AUSTRALIA), P.C.D.


On behalf of the State Government, I would like to welcome and thank all the foreign players for your participation in this ITF World Junior Tennis Championship (Grade 1) event.


ITF International Junior Championship, Grade One is part of the ITF World Junior Circuit in which top junior players from all over the world battle for prestigious world ranking points, in addition to global and regional tennis supremacy.  The accumulation of these ranking points from various tournaments during the year will ultimately go towards determining the year-end positions of these players.


Every year ITF organizes through their Affiliates i.e. the National Associations, some 300 international junior competitions for world junior ranking.  The competitions are of various Grades – Grade A, Grade 1, Grade II, Grade III, Grade IV and Grade V.  There are 7 Grade A’s competitions in the world.  Out of the 23 Grade 1’s competitions, 4 are held in Asia, ie.  Thailand, Philippines, Japan & Malaysia, of which, one is hosted by Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia.


The ITF International Junior Championship is a year-long series of under-18 tournaments aimed at improving competitive opportunities for all juniors alike.  It has proven to be a thriving breeding ground for many of the world’s elite juniors.  Besides Federer (1998), many of today and yesteryears’ leading men and women on the ATP and WTA Tours had, in fact, been past ITF Junior World Champions.  Names that spring to mind include Sveadntlana Kuznetsova (2001), Andy Roddick (2000), Sebastien Grosjean and Amelie Mauresmo (1986), Anna Kournikova (1995), Martina Hingis (1994), Marcelo Rios (1993), Gabriela Sabatini (1984), Stefan Edberg (1983), Pat Cash (1981), plus Ivan Lendl and Hana Mandikova (1978).


Initially, it began with a humble Grade 5 event before moving up to Grade 3 and Sarawak is now honoured indeed to host a much higher Grade 1 event.   I would like to commend Sarawak Lawn Tennis Association (SLTA) for the excellent job done in helping to promote Sarawak to the international tennis arena today.  For The Sarawak Chief Minister’s

Cup to be acknowledged and recognized as one of the most prestigious international tournament in the world is indeed applaudable.  I must congratulate Sarawak Lawn Tennis Association (SLTA)  under the able leadership of its President, Mr Patrick C J Liew, for the job well done.  I was made to understand that that there are a total of 5 international events to be held this year in Kuching, Sarawak.


Again, I would like to give my assurance that the Sarawak Government will continue to render its support in term of improving the facilities to ensure that we will have  world class facilities to cater for bigger and professional events in future.


Lastly, all the best to all of you and make your stay here in Sarawak an enjoyable and memorable one.
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Chief Minister of Sarawak
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